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Driven by its mission to stop misuse of antibiotics, EARS 
concludes week-long campaign with motorcycle rally

 A cavalcade  of  about  60  motorcycles  driven by  EARS volunteers  traverse  a 
distance of 22 km, covering major hospitals of the tricity

 EARS  conducted  a  series  of  activities  from  November  15  to  22  to  promote 
rational use of antibiotics among doctors, clinicians, pharmacists and general public

 EARS initiative receives 18 endorsements from research labs, clinics, institutes,  
pharmaceutical  publications;  public  support  evident  as  EARS membership  crosses 
20,000, up from 11,000 last year

The Emerging Antimicrobial Resistance Society (EARS), a non-profit, non-governmental 
organisation which has waged a determined battle against drug-resistant bacteria that are 
defying antibiotics, concluded its second “Awareness Week on Antibiotic Knowledge and 
Education” (Awake) campaign to promote the rational use of antibiotics with a motorcycle 
rally from the National  Institute of  Pharmaceutical  Education and Research (NIPER) in 
Mohali to General Hospital, Panchkula.

The irrational use of antibiotics has led to the emergence of dangerous bacterial strains 
against  which  even  the  most  powerful  antibiotics  have  stopped  working.  These  drug-
resistant strains could make even common infections life-threatening. To draw attention to 
this growing problem, considered one of the world’s gravest public health threats, EARS 
conducted a series of activities from November 15 to 22 to promote the rational use of 
antibiotics among doctors, clinicians, pharmacists and the general public.

Carrying banners with slogans like “In cough, cold and sneeze, no antibiotics please”, “Use 
antibiotics wisely and be healthy” and “Take action today to save tomorrow”, a cavalcade 
of  about  60  motorcycles  driven  by  EARS  volunteers  traversed  a  distance  of  22  km, 
covering major hospitals of the tricity, including Ivy, Cosmo and Max hospitals in Mohali, 
Government  Medical  College  and  Hospital  (GMCH),  Chandigarh,  Command  Hospital, 
Chandimandir and General Hospital, Panchkula. At these hospitals, EARS volunteers were 
greeted  by  doctors  who endorsed the  EARS campaign and  urged people  not  to  take 
antibiotics without doctor’s advice.

EARS  Chairperson  Dr  Manu  Chaudhary  applauded  EARS  volunteers  for  making  the 
Awake campaign a grand success for the second consecutive year.  “The success of our 
initiatives is reflected in the fact that more than 20,000 people across the country have now 
joined EARS as members, up from 11,000 last year. They include  doctors, researchers, 
students as well as the general public. We aim at doubling the membership by next year. 
This year, EARS has got 18 endorsements for this initiative from research labs, clinics, 
institutes and pharmaceutical publications,” she said.

Stressing that no new drug discovery or revolutionary treatment technique can avert this 
threat  unless  people  understand  the  importance  of  rational  use  of  antibiotics,  Dr 
Chaudhary  said,  “During  the  weeklong  campaign,  we  propagated  the  importance  of 
creating  awareness  among  the  masses  about  the  dangers  of  antibiotic  misuse  and 



stopping  the  over-the-counter  sale  of  these  medicines.  We  thank  all  our  supporters, 
especially  the  microbiologists  and  doctors  who  played  a  crucial  role  in  making  this 
campaign successful by constantly guiding and motivating us. We will take this campaign 
to its logical conclusion by continuing with such efforts in times to come.”

Receiving the rally, Dr Sachin Verma, an intensivist at Ivy Hospital, Mohali, appreciated the 
initiative  of  EARS  and  stressed  on  the  need  to  make  people  aware  about  the 
consequences of misuse of antibiotics. “We endorse the mandate of  EARS to facilitate 
antibiotic  surveillance  programmes. We  can  contain  this  threat  to  a  large  extent  by 
following simple hygiene and sanitation practices like washing hands, in both community 
and hospital settings.”

During  the  week-long  campaign,  EARS  generated  awareness  about  the  right  use  of 
antibiotics by sending across bulk SMSes to people and holding one-on-one meetings with 
doctors,  microbiologists  and  chemists.  “We also  conducted cleanliness  drives  in  tricity 
schools to drive home the importance of hygiene and sanitation in containing this threat,” 
said EARS Vice-President Dr Pankaj Mandale. 

In  its  efforts  to facilitate  a  comprehensive understanding of  the incidence,  causes and 
patterns of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in India, EARS has established a vast network 
of healthcare institutions and research centres across the country for the surveillance of 
bacterial strains resistant to antibiotics. “We have adopted a multipronged approach with 
focus  on  encouraging  research  and  innovation,  rationalising  antibiotic  use,  facilitating 
surveillance  programmes  and  raising  awareness  about  the  right  use  of  antibiotics. 
Exploring ways to evolve a consensus on long-term solutions, EARS has developed a 
software  for  antibiotic  resistance  surveillance  called  Electronic  Bio-gram  Information 
Network (E-BIN) across 15 states and set up 150 centres for data collection and analysis. 
We have mapped emerging AMR patterns for more than 15 antibiotics/combinations for 
close to 28,000 bacterial strains,” said Dr Chaudhary.
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Press Release

Driven by its mission to stop misuse of antibiotics, EARS 
concludes weeklong campaign with awareness walk

• About   112 EARS volunteers, joined by doctors and paramedical staff of Batra 
Hospital, New Delhi, take out awareness walk carrying banners with slogans like ‘In  
cough, cold and sneeze, no antibiotics please’ and ‘Take action today to save 
tomorrow’
• EARS conducted a series of activities from November 22 to 29 to promote 
rational use of antibiotics among doctors, clinicians, pharmacists and general  
public
• EARS initiative receives 18 endorsements from research labs, clinics,  
institutes, pharmaceutical publications; public support evident as EARS 
membership crosses 20,000, up from 11,000 last year

The Emerging Antimicrobial Resistance Society (EARS), a non-profit, non-governmental 
organisation which has waged a determined battle against drug-resistant bacteria that are 
defying antibiotics, concluded its second “Awareness Week on Antibiotic Knowledge and 
Education” (Awake) campaign to promote the rational use of antibiotics with an awareness 
walk at Batra Hospital here on Saturday.

The irrational use of antibiotics has led to the emergence of dangerous bacterial strains 
against  which  even the  most  powerful  antibiotics  have stopped working.  These drug-
resistant strains could make even common infections life-threatening. To draw attention to 
this growing problem, considered one of the world’s gravest public health threats, EARS 
conducted a series of activities from November 15 to 22 to promote the rational use of 
antibiotics among doctors, clinicians, pharmacists and the general public.

Carrying banners with slogans like “In cough, cold and sneeze, no antibiotics please”, 
“Use antibiotics wisely and be healthy” and “Take action today to save tomorrow”, about 
--- EARS volunteers, joined by doctors and paramedical staff of Batra Hospital, took out 
the awareness walk, urging people not to take antibiotics without doctor’s advice.



EARS Chairperson  Dr  Manu  Chaudhary  applauded  EARS  volunteers  for  making  the 
Awake campaign a grand success for the second consecutive year. “The success of our 
initiatives is reflected in the fact that more than 20,000 people across the country have 
now  joined  EARS  as  members,  up  from  11,000  last  year.  They  include  doctors, 
researchers, students as well as the general public. We aim at doubling the membership 
by next year. This year, EARS has got 18 endorsements for this initiative from research 
labs, clinics, institutes and pharmaceutical publications,” she said.

Stressing that no new drug discovery or revolutionary treatment technique can avert this 
threat  unless  people  understand  the  importance  of  rational  use  of  antibiotics,  Dr 
Chaudhary  said,  “During  the  weeklong  campaign,  we  propagated  the  importance  of 
creating  awareness  among  the  masses  about  the  dangers  of  antibiotic  misuse  and 
stopping  the  over-the-counter  sale  of  these  medicines.  We  thank  all  our  supporters, 
especially  the  microbiologists  and  doctors  who  played  a  crucial  role  in  making  this 
campaign successful by constantly guiding and motivating us. We will take this campaign 
to its logical conclusion by continuing with such efforts in times to come.”

Addressing EARS volunteers, Dr Neelam Khanna, Head of Microbiology Dept. at Batra 
Hospital, New Delhi, appreciated the initiative of EARS and stressed on the need to make 
people aware about the consequences of misuse of antibiotics. “We endorse the mandate 
of EARS to facilitate antibiotic surveillance  programmes by bringing together hospitals, 
doctors,  researchers  and  clinicians. We  can  contain  this  threat  to  a  large  extent  by 
following simple hygiene and sanitation practices like washing hands, in both community 
and hospital settings.”

During  the  weeklong  campaign,  EARS  generated  awareness  about  the  right  use  of 
antibiotics by sending across bulk SMSes to people and holding one-on-one meetings 
with doctors, microbiologists and chemists. “We also conducted cleanliness drives in tricity 
schools to drive home the importance of hygiene and sanitation in containing this threat,” 
said EARS Vice-President Dr Pankaj Mandale.

In its efforts  to facilitate a comprehensive understanding of  the incidence, causes and 
patterns of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in India, EARS has established a vast network 
of healthcare institutions and research centres across the country for the surveillance of 
bacterial strains resistant to antibiotics. “We have adopted a multipronged approach with 
focus  on  encouraging  research  and  innovation,  rationalising  antibiotic  use,  facilitating 
surveillance  programmes  and  raising  awareness  about  the  right  use  of  antibiotics. 
Exploring ways to evolve a consensus on long-term solutions, EARS has developed a 
software  for  antibiotic  resistance  surveillance  called  Electronic  Bio-gram  Information 
Network (E-BIN) across 15 states and set up 150 centres for data collection and analysis. 
We have mapped emerging AMR patterns for more than 15 antibiotics/combinations for 
close to 28,000 bacterial strains,” said Dr Chaudhary.
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